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letter from him that I give herewith.96... Thus Huygens believed that it was now proved for the first time that the area of a circle was exactly equal to a series of rational quantities. Leibniz (relying on the opinion of Huygens, who was well versed in such matters), believed the same thing and so wrote those two letters to Oldenburg in 1674, which his opponents have published, in which he announces it as a new discovery ;97 indeed he went so far as to say that he, before all others, had found the magnitude of the circle expressed as a series of rational numbers, as had already been done in the case of the hyperbola.98 Now, if Oldenburg had already communicated to him during his stay in London the series of Newton and Gregory,99 it would have been the height of impudence for him to have dared to write in this way to Oldenburg; and either forget-fulness or collusion on the part of Oldenburg in not charging him with the deceit. For these opponents publish the reply of Oldenburg, in which he merely points out (he says "I do not wish you to be unaware....") that similar series had been noted by Gregory and Newton; and these things also he communicated in the year following in a letter (which they publish) written in the month of April.100 From which it can be seen that they are blinded with envy or shameless with spite who dare to pretend that Oldenburg had already communicated those things to him in the preceding year. Yet there may be some blindness in their spite, because they do not see that they publish things by which their lying statements are refuted, nor that it would have been far better to have suppressed these letters between him and Oldenburg, as they have done in the case of others, either wholly or in part. Besides, from this time onwards he begins to correspond with Oldenburg about geometry; that is, from the time when he, who up till then had been but a
06 The letter that is missing would no doubt have been given, in the event of the Historia being published.   According to Gerhardt it is to be found in
Ch. Hugenii-----exercitationes, ed. Uylenbroeck, Vol. I, p. 6, under date Nov.
7, 1674.
97  Collins wrote to Gregory in Dec. 1670, telling him of Newton's series for a sine, etc.; Gregory replied to Collins in Feb. 1671, giving him three series for the arc, tangent and secant; these were probably the outcome of his work on Vera Circuit (1667).
98 By Mercator;  query,  also an allusion to Brouncker's article in the Phil. Trans., 1668.
99  Quite conclusive; no other argument seems required.
100 This date, April 12, 1675, is important; it marks the time when Leibniz first began to speak of geometry in his correspondence with Oldenburg, as he says below.